Direct and reported speech - English Grammar

Statements 
1) If the sentence starts in the present, there is no backshift of tenses in Reported speech.
Example: Susan: "I work in an office." Susan says that she works in an office.



2) If the sentence starts in the past, there is often backshift of tenses in Reported speech. (see: Note)
Example: Susan: "I work in an office." Susan said that she worked in an office.

	Backshift of tenses
Examples

	from
	to

	Simple Present
Peter: "I work in the garden."
	Simple Past
Peter said that he worked in the garden.

	Simple Past

Peter: "I worked in the garden."
	Past Perfect 
Peter said that he had worked in the garden.

	Present Perfect

Peter: "I have worked in the garden."
	

	Past Perfect
Peter: "I had worked in the garden.
	

	Will / Can / May / others
Peter: "I will work in the garden."
Peter: "I can work in the garden."
Peter: "I may work in the garden."
Peter: "I would work in the garden." 
(could, might, should, ought to)
	Would / Could / Might  / others
Peter said that he would work in the garden.
Peter said that he could work in the garden.
Peter said that he might work in the garden.
Peter said that he would work in the garden.
(could, might, should, ought to)

	Progressive forms: from 
	 to

	Present Progressive

Peter: "I'm working in the garden."
	Past Progressive

Peter said that he was working in the garden

	Past Progressive

Peter: "I was working in the garden."
	Past Perfect Progressive

Peter said that he had been working in the garden.

	Present Perfect Progressive

Peter: "I have been working in the garden."
	

	Past Perfect Progressive

Peter: "I had been working in the garden."
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If the sentence contains an expression of time, an expression of place, demonstratives or pronouns; you must check and change them as well.
Peter: "I worked in the garden yesterday."
Peter said that he had worked in the garden the day before.

	Shifting of expressions of time, place and demonstratives

	direct
	reported

	this (evening)
	that (evening)

	today/this day
	that day

	these (days)
	those (days)

	now
	then

	(a week) ago
	(a week) before

	last weekend
	the weekend before / the previous weekend

	here
	there

	next (week)
	the following (week)

	tomorrow
	the next/following day

	Shifting of pronouns

	direct
	reported

	The change in pronouns will depend on the person being referred to in the reported speech

Ex. Sally said to Peter: ‘I gave you my notebook’.
	Ex. Sally told Peter that she had given him her notebook.


Note:

In some cases the backshift of tenses or place is not necessary, e.g. when statements are still true or we refer to a proper place name.
John: "My brother is at Leipzig university."
John said that his brother was at Leipzig university. or
John said that his brother is at Leipzig university.

or

Mandy: "The sun rises in the East."
Mandy said that the sun rose in the East. or
Mandy said that the sun rises in the East.

Reported questions

If you put a question into Reported speech there are some steps which are the same like in statements: (changing of the person, backshift of tenses, changing of expressions of time – see pages 1 & 2).

In Reported speech there is no question anymore, the sentence becomes a statement.
That's why the word order is: subject - verb
Question without question words (yes/no questions):
Peter: "Do you play football?" - Peter asked me whether (if) I played football.

Question with question words:
Peter: "When do you play football?" - Peter asked me when I played football.

Reported commands

If you put a command into Reported speech there are some steps which are the same like in statements: (changing of the person, backshift of tenses, changing of expressions of time).

The form is mostly: form of to tell + to + infinitive.

	Affirmative commands
	Negative commands

	Father: "Do your homework."
	Teacher. "Don't talk to your neighbour."

	Father told me to do my homework.
	The teacher told me not to talk to my neighbour.


Direct speech and reported speech - SUMMARY
1. Types

	STATEMENTS
	QUESTIONS
	COMMANDS

	Verb + (that)

He said: ‘She is a nice girl

He said (that) she was a nice girl
	Verb + IF/WHETHER

He asked: ‘Do you need any money?’

He asked me if I needed any money
	Verb + to + infinitive
He said: ‘Hey, you. Come back home!’
He ordered them to come back home

	Verb + noun/pronoun
He said to me: ‘She is a nice girl

He told me (that) she was a nice girl
	Verb + ‘wh-question’
He asked me: ‘Where does she live?’
He asked me where she lived
	

	Verb + infinitive
He said: ‘I don’t want to help’
He refused tohelp
	Verb + ‘wh-question’
He said: ‘How old are you (girl)?’
He wanted to know how old she was.
	REQUESTS

	Verb + for + V-ing
He said: ‘Sorry, I’m late’
He apologized for coming late.
	Verb + ‘wh-question’
He asked: ‘Who is your girlfriend?’
He asked me who my girlfriend was.
	Verb + to + infinitive
He asked: ‘Why don’t you open the door?’
He begged me to open the door.


2. Verbs used

	STATEMENTS

	QUESTIONS
	COMMANDS

	Added

Admitted

Announced

Apologized

Assured

Claimed

Complained

Declared

Denied

exclaimed
	Explained

Insisted

Offered

Pointed out

Refused

Replied

Said

Swear

Told

thank
	Asked

Inquired

Wanted to know

wondered
	Advised

Asked

Commanded
Compelled

Decided

Forbade

Invited

Liked

Obliged

Ordered

permitted
	Preferred
Prevented

Recommended

Regretted

Requested

Suggested

Told

Urged

Wanted

Warned

wished

	
	
	REQUESTS
	
	

	
	
	Asked

begged
	
	


3. Constructions after special verbs

	
	

	Admit / agree / claim / complain / deny / explain / point out / promise / say / state
	He admitted (that) he had been overworking

	Inform / promise / tell / warn
	He told her (that) he felt like a hero

	Advise / ask / beg / command / invite / order / tell / persuade / recommend / remind / warn
	He said (that) his wife had persuaded him to see a doctor.

	Apologize (to sb) for + V-ing

congratulate (sb) on + V-ing

deny + V-ing

thank (sb) for + V-ing
	He apologized us for coming late
She congratulate the class on behaving so well.

He denied feeling bad

	Agree / offer / promise / refuse / threaten
	He refused to answer any further questions.

	suggest
	The inspector suggested (that) we should follow the thief.
The inspector suggested following the thief.


DIRECT & REPORTED SPEECH - activities
Activity 1. Statements

0. Anna said: ‘I can’t help you’.

1. She said: ‘The students have been studying Lord Byron’s poetry’.

2. ‘We will also apply for a grant’, the volunteers added

3. ‘The Leganés choral Group has often visited France’, she pointed out.

4. The journalist said: ‘The government is preparing for the elections’.

5. ‘A taxi will be waiting at the airport for you’, the guide told Helen.

6. ‘Wheat is grown extensively in the USA’, The teacher explained.

7. He explained: ‘The boys are collecting money for charity organizations’.

8. Judy said: ‘I might come to the party’.

9. ‘Graham Greene lived in Antibes before he died’, our teacher commented.

10. The nurse apoligized: ‘The doctor can’t come to visit his patients today’.

11. Peter’s mother said: ‘Yesterday he played the piano very well’.

12. ‘My plane will arrive late, at about seven-thirty’, she complained.

13. ‘The students will get their new books tomorrow morning’, the school master replied.

14. ‘London is the capital of the UK’, he assured.

Activity 2. Commands, request & suggestions

1. ‘Don’t worry’, I said to her.
2. ‘Take all those goods out of the store’, she said to the clerk.
3. The sergeant commanded them: ¡Stand to attention!’

4. ‘Don’t make a noise’, the nurse said to the visitors.

5. the boss said to the secrtary: ‘don’t forget to post this letter today!’

6. ‘Let’s not fight over this!’ she said.

7. the teacher told the pupils: ‘Hand in your homework next Friday!’

8. Our neighbour asked: ‘Don’t smoke in my house!’

9. ‘Open this suitcase immediately!’, the customs officer instructed me.

10. ‘Please sit down and make yourselves comfortable’, the bellman told us.

11. ‘How about going to see a movie!’, she said.

12. ‘Could you please order a taxi?’, the manager told the boy.

13. ‘Please, let’s not argue any more’, he begged.

14. Susan said: ‘Mum, don’t forget to pick me up this afternoon!’

15. ‘It could be all right if we took a decision right now’, Philip suggested.

Activity 3. Questions

1. ‘When will the castle be closed to visitors?’, she asked.

2. ‘Which books did I leave here yesterday?’, Jeremy said.

3. the boss asked: ‘Why are all our accountants checking them now?’

4. ‘Did you have your flu vaccination last month?’, the doctor asked.

5. Peter said: ‘Was Annie playing the piano at yesterday’s concert?’

6. ‘Why were you tested at the hospital some years ago?’, the agent said.

7. ‘Have you got an alibi?’, the policeman told the thief.

8. ‘Where shall I put all these clothes?’, the young lady ask her mother.

9. ‘Did you use a tie at parties?’, she wanted to know.

10. ‘How often does your dog have meals?’, the vet asked him.

11. She wondered: ‘Can we save energy by using solar power?’

12. ‘should we refuse the invitation?’, she asked her husband.

13. ‘Who is taking the car to the garage?’, the manager asked him.

14. ‘did anyone try to call an ambulance?’, she asked the guard.
15. She enquired me: ‘which hotel do you think is the cheapest?’
Activity 4. Complete

Alan wanted to know whether Mary …………… enjoyed her visit to India the ……….. month, and whether she ……………. planning to go again the ……………. summer. Mary ……..……….. him that India ………………. such a vast country that it ………..….... impossible to ……………… it all in one trip. David ….…………… if Mary had ……………… the Taj Mahal and she …………..……..… that she ………..………….. Mary ………….……………. Alan .………………………. stop interrupting her while she was ………..………. and added that she …………….. answer all his questions one by one. David ………………. What she ………………… of Indian food and she said it …………..……….. delicious. Alan wondered …..……………. Mary thought Indian girls ……..………. prettier than European girls. David asked ……….………... the trip ………………..…….. cost and ……….……….. that they all save up money and ………….……… together as a group the ……………….... holiday. He asked Mary …………..……….. let him see all her slides of India and said that they …………………. meet at ……………….. house for a slide show …………..……… evening. Mary said she ……………………… sum up India with a few slides because there ……………. so many facets to the ‘Indian experience’, and she ……………….….that she had only …………………… there for five weeks. She said she ………………..….. be going again some time in the future, but that she ………………………… know exactly when.

- Can you REWRITE the original conversation between Alan and Mary in Direct spech?
Activity 5. Sport the errors

· She said me if I go and get the newspapers.

· He ask me where did I bought my new car today.

· Peter told David what he ahs done with their books.

· They want to know how much did it cost.

· The pupil told he has done his homework now.

